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So God created man in his own image, 
in the image of God he created him; 
male and female he created them.  

— Genesis 1:27 
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1 
Divine Design 

Created for Eternity in God’s Image 

hen I knelt in my home office in 1991, three 
months behind on my mortgage, I didn’t 
understand what was happening to me. I thought 

it was just a financial crisis. I thought if God would just close 
those escrows, everything would be fine. 

But God was teaching me something deeper. He was showing 
me what I’d forgotten: who I was designed to be. 

I’d been living as if this world were all there is. As if success, 
provision, and security were the point. As if my purpose was 
tied to my performance. But that’s not what I was made for. 
And it’s not what you were made for either. Before we can 
understand gratitude, we have to understand design. Because 
you can’t be grateful for who you are until you know Whose 
you are. 

W 
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Have you ever stood at a funeral and wondered if this is really 
all there is? 

I have. In fact, I attended eight family funerals before my teen 
years before I’d finished grade school. Eight times, I sat in a 
pew next to my parents, watching people weep over someone 
they would never talk to again. Eight times I rode home in 
silence, watching the world outside the car window go on as if 
nothing had changed. 

Watching those caskets lowered into the ground felt like the 
weight of finality pressing down. The flowers. The tears. The 
quiet ride home. Looking back somewhere in the silence, a 
question rises that won’t go away: If death is the end, what 
was the point of any of it? 

Our broken world offers a hundred different answers to that 
question, but most of them boil down to the same thing: Make 
the most of the time you have. Live fully. Leave a legacy. Be 
remembered. 

But what if we were made for something more than a memory? 
What if the ache we feel at every funeral, the resistance we 
have to death itself, is evidence that we were never designed 
for it in the first place? 

Scripture says we weren’t. We were created for eternity. 

The Design Interrupted 
From the beginning, God designed humanity with eternity 
stamped into our very being. We weren’t made to decay, to 
weaken, to die. We were made in His image, designed for 
eternity like Him. 
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Genesis 1:27 – So God created man in his own image, 
in the image of God he created him; male and female he 
created them. 

Being made in God’s image doesn’t mean we look like Him 
physically. God is spirit. What it means is that we carry His 
eternal nature, His DNA. We were designed with souls that 
don’t expire, with a capacity for relationships that transcend 
time, and with a hunger for meaning that this world can never 
satisfy. 

That’s why death feels wrong. Because it is. 

Ecclesiastes 3:11 – He has put eternity into man’s 
heart. 

You feel it every time you face mortality. The restlessness. The 
sense that this can’t be all there is. That feeling isn’t pessimism 
or denial. It’s your soul recognizing that you were made for 
more than this broken world can offer. 

Why Everything Is Breaking Down 
But here’s what we all experience: everything in this world is 
breaking down. 

Our bodies age. Relationships fracture. Buildings crumble. 
Even the stars above are dying. Scientists call this “entropy,” 
the second law of thermodynamics.2 Everything in the universe 
is moving from order to disorder, from life to decay. 

You see it every morning in the mirror. The gray hair. The 
aching joints. The body that doesn’t move the way it used to. 
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You see it in the headlines. The wars. The diseases. The 
disasters. 

You see it in your own life. The dreams that didn’t come true. 
The people you’ve lost. The plans that fell apart. 

Why? 

Scripture gives the answer: sin entered the world, and death 
entered with it. 

When Adam and Eve chose to disobey God in the Garden of 
Eden, they didn’t just break a rule. They broke the relationship 
that held everything together. They introduced decay into a 
world that was designed for eternity. 

And now, all of creation groans under the weight of that 
brokenness. 

Romans 8:20-22 – For the creation was subjected to 
futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected 
it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its 
bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the 
glory of the children of God. For we know that the whole 
creation has been groaning together in the pains of 
childbirth until now. 

The decay you see isn’t random. It’s the consequence of a world 
separated from its Creator. 

But here’s the promise embedded in that verse: God subjected 
creation to futility “in hope.” 

Hope of what? 
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Redemption. Renewal. Restoration.  

The Promise of Restoration 
God didn’t leave us trapped in decay. 

Even in the Garden of Eden, immediately after the Fall, God 
promised a Redeemer. Someone who would crush the 
serpent’s head. Someone who would undo what sin had done. 

Genesis 3:15 – I will put enmity between you and the 
woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; 
he [Jesus] shall bruise your head, and you [Satan] shall 
bruise his heel. 

That Someone is Jesus. 

John 3:16 – For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life. 

Jesus didn’t come just to make life a little better. He came to 
defeat death itself. 

But here’s what you need to understand: We all have a 
desperate need for a Savior. Not just a helpful spiritual guide. 
Not just a moral teacher. A Savior. 

Without Jesus, there’s no eternity with God. Sin has separated 
us from our Creator, and we cannot bridge that gap on our 
own. No amount of good works, religious activity, or sincere 
effort can save you. 

You need Jesus, God’s promised Messiah, His Son. Not as an 
option. As our only hope. 
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John 14:6 – Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me.” 

No Savior, no eternal life. It’s that simple. And that’s serious. 

Through His death and resurrection, Jesus opened the door 
back to what we were designed for: eternal life with God. 

2 Corinthians 5:17 – Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, 
he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, 
the new has come. 

When you trust in Christ, you’re not just getting a ticket to 
heaven someday. You’re being restored to your original design. 
The image of God in you, marred by sin, is being renewed. This 
isn’t a conditional promise or a hopeful wish. It’s a sealed 
guarantee, secured by the blood of Christ and kept by the 
faithfulness of God. 

You were made for eternity. And through Jesus, eternity is 
yours. 

But salvation is more than just forgiveness. It’s regeneration. 

When you’re born again, something profound happens. Your 
spirit, the deepest part of you, the part designed to connect 
you with God, is made alive. 

Titus 3:5 – He saved us, not because of works done by 
us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by 
the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy 
Spirit. 
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What was spiritually dead was brought to life. What was 
disconnected from God was reconnected. And the Holy Spirit 
came to dwell in you, uniting you with Christ forever. 

Ephesians 2:5 – Even when we were dead in our 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ; by grace 
you have been saved. 

This isn’t just theology. This is your reality. Christ lives in you. 
And that changes everything about transformation, purpose, 
and gratitude. 

Gratitude Begins with Design 
So, what does this have to do with gratitude? 

Everything! 

Gratitude starts when you recognize who made you and why. 

You’re not an accident. You’re not a cosmic fluke. You’re not 
the result of random chance in a universe that doesn’t care. 

You’re God’s masterpiece, created in His image, designed for 
eternity, and redeemed by the blood of His Son. 

Psalm 139:13-14 – For you formed my inward parts; 
you knitted me together in my mother’s womb. I praise 
you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 

When you understand that, gratitude isn’t forced. It’s the 
natural response of a soul that knows it was made for 
something greater than this broken world. 
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When I knelt in my home office in 1991, three months behind 
on my mortgage, I didn’t feel grateful. I felt desperate. But 
even in that desperation, I knew one thing: I was praying to 
my Creator who made me, who loved me, and who had a 
purpose for my life that transcended my circumstances. 

That knowledge didn’t erase the crisis. But it anchored me in 
something the crisis couldn’t touch. 

That’s what understanding God’s design does. It grounds you 
in a reality bigger than your problems. It reminds you that this 
world’s decay isn’t the final word. 

A Reminder from a Prison Cell 
In 1943, during World War II, Dietrich Bonhoeffer sat in a Nazi 
prison cell. His future was uncertain. His freedom was gone. 
Everything he’d worked for, everything he’d built, had been 
stripped away. 

And yet, his letters from prison overflow with gratitude. 

He wrote of the simple blessing of a scrap of bread. The beauty 
of sunlight falling across the wall. The peace of knowing that 
even in confinement, he was still made in the image of God.3 

Bonhoeffer understood something most people miss: 
Circumstances don’t cancel divine design. Being made in God’s 
image isn’t dependent on comfort, success, or freedom. It’s a 
reality that endures even behind bars, even facing execution. 

In one letter, he wrote: “It is not for us to prophesy the day, 
but the day will come when men will be called again to utter 
the word of God with such power as will change and renew 
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the world. It will be a new language, which will horrify men 
and yet overwhelm them by its power.”4 

His perspective challenges us: If a man facing execution could 
see God’s design clearly enough, he would find himself to be 
grateful.  

Look at the Apostle Paul. Next to Jesus, this guy was 
persecuted day and night for years: imprisoned, shipwrecked, 
stoned, beaten, starved, and, in the end, beheaded for his faith. 

What’s our excuse? 

The Hunger That Points to Home 
Are you starving for love, purpose, and fulfillment? Wondering 
if there’s more to life than routines, work, and endless to-do 
lists? 

You’re not alone. 

That hunger isn’t a flaw. It’s the whisper of your Creator, 
calling you back to your eternal purpose. 

From Eden until now, humanity has searched for substitutes. 
We chase money, success, pleasure, and recognition. But none 
of it satisfies because none of it was designed to. 

We were made for God. And only fellowship with Him will 
satisfy our souls. 

John 12:25 – Whoever loves his life loses it, and 
whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for 
eternal life. 
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The world tells you to find yourself, love yourself, and live for 
yourself. But Jesus says the path to life is surrender. Losing 
your life to find it and dying to self to live for Him. 

That’s not depressing. That’s liberation. 

Because when you stop trying to find meaning in things that 
were never designed to give it, and you start living for the One 
who made you for eternity, everything changes. 

When you understand that you were made in God’s image for 
an eternal relationship with Him and that Jesus has opened 
the way back to that design, gratitude becomes inevitable. 

Not gratitude for circumstances, but gratitude for identity and 
Whose you are. 

Not gratitude for what you have, but gratitude for Whose you 
are. 

TRUTH IN FOCUS 

Science observes what Scripture has proclaimed for millennia: 
Our universe is winding down. The Second Law of 
Thermodynamics confirms that all systems move toward 
disorder. Entropy is real. 

But science can only describe the process. It can’t explain the 
purpose or offer hope beyond it. 

Scripture reveals both: Creation was subjected to futility 
because of sin, but not without hope. The same God who 
designed us for eternity has promised to make all things new. 
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Revelation 21:5 – And he who was seated on the 
throne said, ‘Behold, I am making all things new.’ 

The decay you see now is temporary. The design God intended 
is forever. 

LIVING IT OUT 

♥ Key Truth: 
You’re God’s masterpiece, created for eternity. Gratitude 
begins when you recognize who made you and why. 

       Verse to Treasure: 

2 Corinthians 4:18 – As we look not to the things that 
are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things 
that are seen are transient, but the things that are 
unseen are eternal. 

      Reflection Question: 
What is one gift (humor, compassion, ability, or opportunity) 
God has given you that sparks gratitude today? 

🕊 Action Step: 
This week, write down three ways your life reflects the image 
of God: a gift, a relationship, or a purpose that feels distinctly 
and uniquely yours. Thank God for each one, not as something 
you earned but as evidence of how He designed you. 
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Prayer: 
“Lord, thank You for creating me in Your image with purpose 
and intention. Help me to see beyond the chaos and decay of 
this world to the eternal life You’ve promised. Fill me with 
gratitude as I trust in Your design for my life. Amen.” 

Gratitude begins with knowing whose image we bear. But 
something stands between you and the life you were designed 
for, and it has a name. 
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